by Dr. Colleran

PET FOOD RECALL AND YOUR PET
People have been asking lots of questions about the pet food recall. It seems like a good time to clear the air,
and clarify the facts.
A specific type of pet food described as “cuts and gravy” was initially thought to be the only food affected.
It came from one subcontractor Menu Foods. Menu was contracted by many pet food manufacturers to pro-
duce thistype of diet because of the unique nature of the manufacturing process. That doesn’t mean that al
the pet food from the store brand to the premium compani es was the same. Each manufacturer provides their
own recipes and specific ingredients. Menu Foods worked with the manufacturers to create individual
brands. The ingredients and quality could be very different based upon the requirements of the company.
The specific ingredient in the initial recalled food is wheat gluten, imported from a company in China.
A completelist of the recalled foods is updated promptly and can be found at:
http://www.avma.org.
If you have purchased food that has been recalled and it is unopened, you may return it to the store from
which you purchased the food. If it has been opened, it should be discarded in away that no animals can get
toit.
Pets who ate the affected food generally had episodes of vomiting within 1 to 12 hours of eating the food.
Pets may appear weak and depressed and may also have blood in the urine. Affected animals who were seen
by aveterinarian showed blood abnormalities that were consistent with kidney disease.
The substance that contaminated the foods is suspected to be melamine. Scientists still are not certain, but
the substance is a good marker for pets that have eaten the contaminated food. Melamineis easily detected
in urine of these pets. Despite this uncertainty, veterinarians have been treating these dogs and cats appropri-
ately and they are responding well. The good news is that most pets who have eaten the recalled food are
fine and healthy and investigators are hard at work.
Recently a second pet food ingredient has been added to the recall list. Rice protein from a San Francisco
based company was shown to have a so been contaminated with melamine. Thisingredient isin a number of
brands of dog and cat food. The companies affected immediately recalled the brands which contained it.
The FDA is deeply involved in trying to determine why this crisis happened. The pet food manufacturers
and veterinary leadership are also bringing needed resources to this situation. Despite al of the concerns and
recalls, even the FDA director has been quoted as saying that “ pet foods are generally safe.”
Veterinary scientists are still puzzled as to why grapes and raisins caused kidney failure in several dogs
some years ago. Human food scientists were surprised by the E. coli contamination of spinach and how the
bacteria were found inside the leaves of the plant. Asin these examples, food contamination is complex and
difficult to evaluate.
Y our veterinarian and veterinary staff share your concerns about your pet’s safety. Although there are many
sites that are reporting numerous illnesses and deaths, most of these reports have not been verified. Keep in
mind that kidney failure in pets has many possible explanations and this food recall isjust one small possi-
bility. The internet is an unreliable source of information except on official websites like the FDA or
AVMA.

Here are recommendations for taking action:
- If apet has eaten the recalled food, even if they appear healthy, schedule a general check up with
the family veterinarian and have general blood work and a urinalysis performed.
Have on hand the contact number for the local veterinary emergency clinic.
Ask your veterinarian about safe pet food brands
Check the list regularly on the website provided
Do not be tempted to home cook for your pets. Cats are especially difficult to cook for.
If you wish to cook for your dog, consult your veterinarian for appropriate nutritional resources.
Do not trust blogs, commercial website or advice from friends.

Remember the good news. Major national veterinary diagnostic labs are seeing thousands of blood samples
and most are completely normal. And, most of the few affected animals are responding well to treatment.

FIRE SEASON ISHERE
Please include your petsin your emergency evacuation plans. Remember
that if it isnot safefor you, it’snot safefor your pets.
For moreinformation on animal evacuation
www.NVADG.orgor call 895-0000

Cat Hospital
of
Portland

8065 SE 13th Avenue
Portland, OR 97202
503.235.7005
www.portlandcats.net

Chico Hospital
For Cats

548 W. East Avenue
Chico, CA 95926
530.892.2287
www.chicocats.com

Pet L oss Hotline
800.565.1526
M-F
6:30 pm-9:30 pm PST




MY CAT ISMISSING

No matter how well you care for your cat, try
to satisfy their every need and keep them safe,
it still happens. House cats get out and out door
cats disappear. Worrying about their safety
tears at your heart. What do you do once you
notice your cat is gone? If you see your cat, do
not chase her. If she does not come when
called, follow her, calling her name and keep
her in site. Try to herd her back towards your
house. If sheisnot in site, canvas the neighbor-
hood, calling her and asking neighbors, kids,
joggers etc. Make posters with her current
photo and information, as well as numbers "
where you can be reached, and post in

neighborhood . Also contact your local hu-

mane shelter, local veterinary hospitals and cat

rescue groups. To help avoid cats escaping,

check your window screensand secure them ! #

with small nails so they can not be pushed out.

Make sure that all visitors to your house know #

that the cat(s) are not allowed outside. Make
sure your cat is microchipped and wears a
breakaway collar with id tags.

Do not give up on your cat if you do not see
him for afew days. We have heard stories of % #
cats retuning after missing for months. When

your cat does return, make orid door cat endl ook at the websites bel
. or ideas on outdoor cat enclosures, look at some the websites below
.S“re he your veteri .nar_ http://www.animal network.com/cats/enclosure.asp
ian for a complete physical. http://www.catsnortheast.org/wst_page7.htm
http://www.catsofaustralia.com/cat-enclosures.htm
http://www.purrfectfence.com/outdoor_cat_enclosures.asp

Cat Sories

Everyone wantsto be wanted. Cats are hot normally seen as the devoted companions that dogs are but our fawn Abys-
sinian Simbaisjust such acat. Every day when | drive down our long driveway, he hears the sound of my car and is
waiting on aledge by our back door for me. Now thisis not just the normal greeting; what Simba like more than any-
thing isto ride on my shoulders. Assoon as| walk in hewill jump up and settlein for histime with me. After afew
minutes of moving around to get settled, he drapes himself over my shoulders and will stay there aslong as| let him.
Since we indulge our cats way too much, he also wants to be on my shoulders when I’'m fixing ameal in hopes of getting
atreat. He'll jump up on me from the ground and, in his three years has never used hisclaws. Let’s see adog top that.




