
Ringworm                                                                                by Dr. D Ullrich 

                Ringworm is a fungal infection that can be a fairly common problem for cats. It is 
most commonly contracted by exposure to another infected animal. Stray cats or new kittens 
that are acquired can often be a source of infection. The spores from the fungal organism can 
also be left in the environment (whether that be outdoors or indoors) and can then be a source of 
infection without direct contact with another animal.  This type of infection is less likely unless 
there are large numbers of spores that have been shed into the environment. The infection can 
be transmitted to other pets and even to people in the household. 
                The most common clinical signs we’ ll see on our pets are patchy areas of hair loss, 
crust and scale in those same locations, and often the skin will be pink in those areas as well.  
The most common locations on the body for the skin lesions, especially in kittens, are the face 
and ears, the legs, and the tail.  The cats most typically are not itchy, but they can be.   
                The way to definitively diagnose dermatophytosis (the actual name for ringworm) is 
by performing a special fungal culture.  We collect hairs, crust, and scale from affected cats and 
inoculate those samples onto the growth medium. The culture typically takes anywhere from 
three to ten days to be completed.   
                If dermatophytosis is diagnosed, there are several options we have for treatment, de-
pending on how many lesions are present, where on the body the lesions are located, the health 
of the patient, etc. We always recommend antifungal baths as well, given every 3-4 days, to 
help decrease the numbers of organisms and greatly reduce environmental contamination.  
Since environmental contamination is such a significant issue, it is very important that extra 
care is taken at home with regards to handling of the pet, cleaning of all items and surfaces 
touched, etc.   

� �� � � � �� 	
 � 	� �
	� ����� � 	 � 	

� � � � �	� �� � � � � 	
 � 	� �
	� � � � �� � 	 � 	

� � � 	� ��� � 	� � �� � 	 � 	

� � ��� � 	�� 	 � �� 	 ! 	

" � �	� � � � � 	 #	

" ��� � �	" � � � � � �� � ��� � � 	 $	

�� � �� � �� 	 �� ��� � 
 � ��

Cat Hospital 
 of  

Por tland 
 &  Feline Laser Center  
8065 SE 13th Avenue 
Por tland, OR 97202 

503.235.7005 
www.portlandcats.net 

 
 
 

 
Chico Hospital  

for Cats 
548 W. East Avenue 

Chico, CA 95926 
530.892.2287 

 
www.chicocats.com 
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Chronic K idney Disease                                                  by Dr. K. Komurek 
 

The kidneys have many important functions in your cat’s body.  Two of these func-
tions include elimination of waste and conservation of water back to the body.  As 
cats get older, there can be a decline in kidney function leading to dehydration and a 
build-up of toxins in the bloodstream.  Once advanced enough, kidney disease can 
lead to any of the following symptoms:  increased thirst and urination, decreased ap-
petite, lethargy, vomiting and weight loss.   
Diagnosis of kidney disease is based on symptoms, physical exam findings, and 
blood and urine analyses.  There are two blood level values that become elevated with 
kidney disease: blood urea nitrogen (BUN) and creatinine.  The other hallmark sign 
of kidney insufficiency is dilute urine. 
With the exception of a kidney transplant, there is no cure for kidney disease.  How-
ever, with the help of your veterinarian there are many supportive measures that can 
be taken to enhance kidney function. This is why routine lab screening for cats 9 
years and older is so important as most cats will not show signs until the disease is 
very advanced.  Early detection of kidney disease offers the best prognosis as early 
intervention with diet and good hydration can help to support kidney function for 
many, many years.   
 

 



Spr ing is Here  
And so are the fleas, mosquitoes and ticks. Please read this 
excerpt printed in a national magazine.  

By St eve Dale 

You've heard of counterfeit  money, but  what  about  
count er fei t  flea and t ick  prevent ives? Fak e 
versi ons of  Fron t l i ne,  Advan t age and 
Revolut i on  have st ar t ed showing up in  clever ly  
designed pack ages t hat  appear  i dent i cal  t o t he 
real  deal . But  t he product  inside i s “  not  what  
you've paid for” . Usi ng a coun t er fei t  product  
could be a pot ent ial  r i sk  t o pet s, according t o Joe 
Bat ley, who's wit h pest i cide program s for  t he 
Envi ronm ent al  Prot ect ion Agency. Bot h  Mer i al  
Lt d and Bay er  Corp. have creat ed places on 
t hei r  Web si t es t o help  consum ers i den t i fy  
im post er  pack ages. The EPA also has lot s of in fo 
on i t s si t e. “ Bet t er  yet , you can avoid t he r i sk  of 
buy i ng one of t hose sham  product s.  Because 
bot h  Mer i al  and Bayer  sel l  di rect ly  t o 
vet er i nar i ans, t here i s very  l i t t le chance of 
purchasing a count er fei t  product  t hrough a vet . 
The bogus bug k i l lers have shown up at  ret ai l  
st ores, on  Web sites and t h r ough  t elephone order  
num bers” . 
Because of this type of consumer fraud, we have looked into 
online pharmacies and have found one that we trust. Vet  
Centric is a pharmacy that specialises in veterinary products 
including veterinary diets. For your conveinience, you can 
order online through our website for home delivery. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please call 
us……………. 
 503.235.7005 
 
www.portlandcats.net 
 

      epa.gov/ pest icides/ factsheets/ petproduct.htan. 

Ask Arrgh   
 
Dear Arrgh,  
Please answer as quick as you 
can. I have a big lump on my leg 
that has been getting bigger. My 
mom called and made an appointment to have it re-
moved. The question I have is ‘What is laser surgery’? It 
doesn’ t sound good to me and I am thinking of running 
away before they can beam me up!!!!! 
Scared Scotty 
 
Dear Scared Scotty,  
No need to worry or run away! The laser is actually the 
newest technology and superior to doing surgery the 
‘normal’  way, with a scalpel blade. The laser is used for 
a variety of surgeries including mass removals. The use 
of lasers in surgery will reduce pain, minimize swelling, 
stop bleeding and you will have a faster recovery so 
Scotty, don’ t  be scared. Your surgery should be a suc-
cess. Be happy your humans care enough to use the 
best . Use your ‘mouse’  to look online for more infor-
mation on laser surgery.  
Live long and purrosper,  
Arrgh Matey 
 

Oregon Cat Shows 
2005 

 
May 29, 2005, Albany, OR.  
L ion County Fairgrounds 
 
July 16-17, 2005, Seaside, OR 
Seaside Civic &  Convention Center  
 
August 13, 2005, Portland, OR. 
Allbreed Cat Fanciers, Park Rose 
High School &  Community Center  
 
October  8-9, 2005, Por tland, OR. 
Nor thwest Regional Benefit 
 
To see a complete list of shows and loca-
tions, look on  our  website   
www.por tlandcats.net, Go to L inks, Cat 
Fanciers Web Site, Cat Shows, CFA Show 
Schedule.  

Oregon Humane Society 503.285.7722 
Feral Cat Coalition 503.797.2606 

Emergency Veter inary Clinic of Tualatin 
503.691.7922 

Have you talked with your  veter inar ian or  the business office 
about the following issues?  

 
· The reasonable medical and/or surgical treatment options for your pet 

 
· Sufficient details of the procedures to understand what will be performed 
 
· How fully your pet will recover and how long it will take 

 
· The most common and serious complications 

 
· The length and type of follow-up care and home restraint required 

  
· The estimate of the fees for all services, payment  options.  


