
Dr. Colleran’s Comments 
 
Cats, Cancer and Chemotherapy 
We all know someone who has or has had cancer. The stories of painful radiation and 
the terrible side effects of chemotherapy are plentiful. Given the diagnosis, however, 
most people are willing to endure it. As humans we have the ability to anticipate and 
plan for the future, we agree to the short term anguish to live on and thrive.  
Cats get cancer too. It is a diagnosis we all dread. However, our cats cannot  anticipate 
or even agree to discomfort now for survival later. They live in the moment. Each day is 
the reality of their lives.  So we approach the treatment of cancer very differently. We 
cannot make them sick, lose their appetites or all their energy. We try not to ruin a sin-
gle day and at the same time control or cure their cancer. 
Some of the drugs and other therapy are the same. But the doses and intervals are tai-
lored to get the most benefit without the side effects. Cancer specialists at the veterinary 
schools work tirelessly to perfect better protocols that will improve the quality of the 
lives of our patients.  There are new breakthroughs nearly every day. 
Our approach to cancer in our patients is the same compassionate care we practice for 
all feline medicine. We work closely with the specialists, tailor treatment options to you 
and your cat, and spend as long as it takes to talk through the process and answer ques-
tions. If you hear the words “cancer”  or “chemotherapy” , try not to remember the terri-
ble stories of human experience. It is not the same.  
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Cat Hospital 
 of  

Por tland 
 &  Feline Laser Center  
8065 SE 13th Avenue 
Por tland, OR 97202 

503.235.7005 
www.portlandcats.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Chico Hospital  
for Cats 

548 W. East Avenue 
Chico, CA 95926 

530.892.2287 
www.chicocats.com 
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Hyperthyroidism by Dr . Ullr ich 
 
Hyperthyroidism is a fairly common disease diagnosed in our older feline pa-
tients. It is almost always caused by a benign tumor growing in the normal thy-
roid tissue. It causes too much thyroid hormone to be produced, causing clinical 
signs. 
Common signs we’ ll see with hyperthyroidism are increased appetite, weight 
loss, decreased grooming, increased vocalization, sometimes vomiting and diar-
rhea, and loss of litterbox habits. Other problems that can develop long term, 
especially if the disease is not treated, are hypertension often leading to retinal 
hemorrhage or detachment, and damage to the heart.  
The disease is diagnosed by running bloodwork. If diagnosed, it must be treated 
for the rest of the cat’s life. It is most frequently treated with daily medication. 
If a palpable mass is noted, surgery might be chosen. Irradiation therapy is also 
a choice once we have the disease initially controlled with medication. If radia-
tion is chosen, most often one treatment only is required. 
Should you be noticing any of the above clinical signs in your feline friend, or 
think there are any other problems or concerns that should be addressed, please 
call to make an appointment for an exam today. 

“Cats are rather delicate creatures and they  are subject to a good many ailments,  
but I have never heard of one who suffered from insomnia.”  -  Joseph Wood Krutch 



Dear Baker,  
 
 I am a very old guy and 
don’ t do much. Lately I 
have had this pain on my 
foot that makes me limp. 
I haven’ t done anything 
physical to have exerted 
myself so I don’ t know 
why I hurt. What do you 
think it could be?  
Limping Larry 
 
Dear Limping Larry,  
 
I see this quite a bit on you old timers. I would bet to 
guess you have a toe nail that has grown into your foot 
pad. As we get older we don’ t shed our nails and they 
continue to grow and have nowhere else to go but into 
your foot. Have your people bring you in and we can 
see if that is what is going on.  Now it’s time for me to 
nap so I’ ll see you when you come in.  

Rules for  Non-Pet Owners Who Visit  
and Complain About Our Pets 

 
1. They live here. You don’ t.  
2. If you don’ t want their hair on your clothes, stay 

off the furniture. (That is why they call it 
“ fur”niture.) 

3. I like my pets much better than most people. 
4. To you, it’ s an animal. To me, he/she is an 

adopted child who is short, hairy & walks on all 
fours and doesn’ t speak clearly.  

 
Pets are better than kids. They eat less, don’ t ask for 
money all the time, are easier to train, usually come 
when called, never drive your car, don’ t smoke, drink 
or do drugs, don’ t wear your clothes or need to have 
the latest fashions and don’ t need a gazillion dollars 
for college.  
 

Here is a fun little bit of info passed on to us 
by ‘Catdog’ . The US Postal service will let you 
download your favorite photos to make person-
alize postage stamps. Go to www.stamps.com  
then click on “photo stamps”.  Thanks Catdog,
and by the way,  you look great on stamps! 

Cat Adoption Team 
No-kill cat shelter & hospital                                                     
www.catadoptionteam.org 

503.925.8803 
 

Multnomah County Animal Control 
County animal shelter, animal control 

www.multcopets.org 
503.988.7387 

 
House of Dreams 

Volunteer operated no-kill cat shelter 
www.kittydream.org 

503.262.0763 
 

Oregon Humane Society 
Private nonprofit animal shelter 

www.oregonhumane.org 
503.285.7722 

  HAPPY HALLOWEEN! 

 

 

Humans are so strange. 
Mine lies still in bed , then screams! 
My claws are not that sharp……... 

Most beds sleep  up to six cats. Ten cats without the owner 

How Well Do You KnowYour Cat? 
 
Your  cat waits and meows at the door  when you 
ar r ive. Is it saying: 
A) Welcome home 
B) The phone rang twice while you were gone 
C) Feed me 
 
Now your  cat meows at the door   when you go 
out , Is it saying: 
A) Please don’ t leave me alone 
B) Goodbye 
C) But what if I get hungry while you are gone? 
 
Your cat digs its claws into your leg. Is this: 
A) An unsuppressed primal need 
B) A sign of affection 
C) A demand to be fed now 
 
Your  cat scratches at the door  after  being fed. Is it 
saying: 
A) Lemme out-need to use the garden 
B) I wanna go out and play 
C) Wonder what they  have to eat next door 

www.portlandcats.net           www.NVADG.org        www.feralcats.com 
For Katrina updates:  www.americanhumane.org     www.hsus.org 


