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Dr. Colleran’s Comments
Theinternet has provided us all with information, access and more shopping opportuni-
ties than even the most ardent, dedicated shoppers can consume. In many ways, we
have gained atool to make our lives both smpler and more complex. The internet is
now an integral part of very busy, complex lives. Often we doctors prescribe food or
medications for your cat family members that are intended to cure or manage a health
problem. Sometimes, these must be given for prolonged periods of time or even indefi-
nitely. Until now that has meant yet another stop, at our hospital to pick up arefill, bag
of food, or new prescription. It can be difficult, even impossible sometimes to add an-
other errand to the list. With that in mind, we have partnered with an internet phar-
macy called VetCentric to provide Home Délivery Prescription Service. Once you have
aprescription from us, you can go through our websites to VetCentric. We will help
you set up an account where you can:

Have your prescriptions and therapeutic diets delivered to your door;

Choose automatic refills and have medications when you need it without plan-

ning each time;

Access your prescriptions and orders online anytime.
We know your lives are complicated and action-packed. We also know how important
your companion cats are to you. Our goal isto provide you with the best options for
health care and wellness. We hope you are pleased with this new service. Visit our
websites and check it out or call and we'll help you get started.

Please don’t forget to vote.

West Nile Info by br. Deborah Ullrich

Given recent news stories about the presence of West Nile Virus locally, there's some
concern amongst our clients about the possibility of our feline friends becoming ill, or becoming
capable of transmitting the disease to people.

The Center for Disease Control provides information about a study done that found cats
can become viremic from being bitten by infected mosquitoes or by eating infected prey. This
means they can have circulating virus in their bloodstream within 12-36 hours of exposure, but
none was isolated from the blood more than 4 Y2days after exposure. A small number of cats
showed mild, non-neurologic signs (mild lethargy and mild fevers) for a brief time. The study sug-
gested that infected prey animals (mice, etc.) may serve as an important source of infection to the
animals that eat them. However, it also indicates that cats are unlikely to develop high enough
levels of virus to function as a source of infection if bitten by uninfected mosquitoes.

What does all this mean to you? Essentialy, it means our cat friends may develop very
mild signs of disease that probably wouldn’'t prompt someone to seek veterinary care. It seems
there’s a slight possibility they could be a source of infection for uninfected mosquitoes biting
them but it's of low likelihood and apparently for only several days after becoming infected. There
is no documented evidence of any cat to person transmission of the disease.

Cur best recommendation? Follow all guidelines recommended for decreasing mos-
quito numbers and your exposures to themin your home environment. Continue good health care
of your feline family members and, as always, call us if you have any concerns.

-----------------------------------

...................................

Oregon Humane Saociety

503-285-7722

Feral Cat Coalition

503-797-2606

N Emergency Veterinary Clinic of Tualatin

503-691-7922

-----------------------------------
-----------------------------------



Potpourri Oil Hazardous to Cats

There is nothing like the smell of the holidays, but
keep thisin mind when using potpourri oil. In an
article published by Dr. Jill Richardson of the
ASPCA National Animal Poison Control Center,
potpourri oil has been named as hazardous to cats.
One of the two primary ingredients is essential oils,
which can cause irritation to mucous membranes
and the digestive tract, central nervous system de-
pression, and skin hypersensitivity and irritation.
The other ingredient, called cationic detergent can
cause mucosal ulceration and bleeding, swelling of
the tissues, intense pain, and ulceration. Exposure
of the eyesto a cationic detergent can result in mild
irritation or severe corneal ulcerations. Ingesting
cationic detergents can result in inflammation of
the mouth, tongue, the throat and can even cause
tissue death in these areas. Vomiting, hypotension,
fluid in the lungs, increased salivation, depression,
difficulty breathing, and other signs. Treatment is
prolonged and can be very expensive, not to men-
tion painful.

Common Cat Myths

Myth: Indoor cats cannot get diseases.

Fact: Cats still are exposed to organisms that are carried through the
air or brought in on a cat owner®@shoes or clothing. Even the most
housebound cat ventures outdoors at some time and can be exposed
to diseases and worms through contact with other animals feces.

Myth: Tapeworms come from bad food.

Fact: Pets become infected with tape worms from swallowing flesas,
which carry the parasite. Also, cats can get tapeworms from eating
infected mice or other exposed animals.

Myth: Putting garlic on a pet®food will get rid of worms.

Fact: Garlic may make the animal®food taste better but has no ef-
fect on worms. The most effective way to treat wormsis by medica
tion prescribed by a veterinarian.

Myth: Animals heal themselves by licking their wounds.
Fact: Such licking actually can dlow the healing process and further

damage the wound.

Myth: Cats aways land on their feet.

Fact: While catsinstinctively fall feet first and may survive fals
from high places, they also may receive broken bonesin the process.
Some kind of screening on bal conies and windows can help protect

Ask Arrgh

Dear Arrgh,

| overheard my people making

another vaccine appointment for

me. Do | redly need aFIV vac-

cine? Please answer quick, my appointment is soon

Pincushion Pete

Dear Pincushion Pete,

That's a good question. Outdoor free-roaming cats are at
the greatest risk for FIV. FIV isnot ableto livelongin
the environment and is aimost always transmitted
through bite wounds. Once cats are infected with this vi-
rus, they remain so for life. Our doctors do not recom-
mend the FIV vaccine sinceit isimpossible to differenti-
ate between a cat that has been vaccinated and a cat that is
truly infected by the virus. My agdviceto you isto stay
inside, especially at night since thisis when the mgjority
of cat fights occur. Y ou can always have your people call
my peopleif they have any more questions.

Your friend,
Arrgh Matey

Client Responsibilities

Keeping your cat healthy isn't the sole responsibility of your veterinar-
ian, itisateam effort. Here are a few suggestions to help your veteri-
narian .

Do not wait to seek treatment until your cat is serioudly ill.

Ask questions if you do not understand something, get estimates
and options for care.

Follow through on recommended treatments.

Be willing to learn and be an active participant in your cat’s
health.

THANKFUL

The staff at Chico Hospi-
tal for Catsand The Cat
Hospital of Portland wish
a heartfelt thank you to
all of our wonderful cli-
entsfor your trust and
friendship. Weare hon-
ored to beyour choicefor
your catsveterinary care.
Haveagreat Thanksgiv-
ing and we will see you
soon.



